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The Waco Pride Royalty Pageant
An LGBTQIA, gender-inclusive pageant showcasing the talent, beauty, integrity, and generosity of our community
Two Winners will be chosen based on highest points, and given the titles of Miss, Mr., Ms., or Mx. Waco Pride. There are no requirements for the winners to be of certain titles, so there can be two Miss, two Mr., two Mx., two Ms. or any combination of titles.
Timeline
August 26 - Application Cut Off
September 10 - Web donation page up
September 24 - Pageant
October 8 - Out On The Brazos
November 5 - Royalty Social Mixer/Dance/Drag show 
***ALL APPLICATIONS MUST BE FILLED OUT BY DOWNLOADING DOCUMENT, TYPING IN ANSWERS, AND EMAILING TO EVENT@WACOPRIDE.ORG BY AUGUST 26,2022***
Rules and Regulations 
1. Contestants must be at least 18 years of age on or before the day they would compete.
2. Contestants must reside within 75 miles of Waco.
3. Contestants must be committed to fundraising in the form of soliciting web donations made in their name.
4. Contestants must be available on September 24, October 8, and November 5 for Royal Events.
5. The winner and final placement of contestants will be determined on a total point accumulated system. All ties will be broken in favor of the contestant with the highest Talent score.
6. Talent presentation is limited to 5 minutes.
7. Any type of Talent presentation is acceptable except those that pose a hazard or potential danger to the contestant or any person in attendance, or potentially cause damage to the venue.
8. The use or dispensing of any illegal drugs or marijuana will not be tolerated during a Waco Pride Network event.
9. Any contestant who is not at the appropriate place at the appropriate time will lose points.
10. Any contestant who is caught in the act of tampering with another person's property will be disqualified from the contest and immediately removed from the venue.
11. Waco Pride Network reserves the right to make any decision concerning any matter not covered by these Rules and Regulations.
Titleholder Obligations & Responsibilities
Winners will be expected to attend the following events: 
· Out on the Brazos - October 8, 2022
· Waco Pride Royalty Mixer - November 4, 2022
· 2 events chosen by Waco Pride Network, representing Waco Pride Network (wearing crown and sash) throughout their reign year
· Waco Pride Pageant 2023
· Out on the Brazos 2023
Make at least one social media post per month, promoting, and tagging Waco Pride Network
Volunteer for (at minimum) Out on the Brazos planning committee 2023
The Details
The pageant will be held on Saturday, September 24, 2022 in Waco.
The venue will be Nexus ESports at 600 Columbus Ave. Admission to the venue will be $10. Contestants will be allowed to enter the venue without paying an admission. Anyone who may be assisting a contestant or participating in a contestant's competition must pay the admission price to enter the venue. Each contestant will receive one (1) “assistant” backstage pass. The pass must be worn to accompany the contestant to any area of the venue, 1 assistant per contestant. 
Prize Packages
The WINNERS will receive:
1. $100.00 cash
2. Crown and Title Sash
3. Out on the Brazos and WPN merch bag (to be given on the day of Out on the Brazos)
4. Free (+1) entry into any WPN hosted event throughout the reign year
5. End of Reign crown to be awarded at the following year’s pageant
The FIRST AND SECOND ALTERNATES will receive:
1. $25.00 cash
2. Out on the Brazos and WPN merch bag (to be given on the day of Out on the Brazos)
3. 2 free tickets to the meet and greet event on November 5
The Scoring
Board Review (WPN Board)- 100 points
Pride Performance- 60 points
Evening Wear (Gown, Suit, Glamour) - 60 points
Onstage Q&A(with the judges) - 60 points
Talent - 120
Donations to Web Page made in your name: $1 = 1 point
Judges:
Shanda Lavera
Kit E Whipped
Each member of the Waco Pride Network board is responsible for appointing a judge for the pageant, or will personally take a place on the judging panel for a total of 8 judges.
The Categories of Competition are:
Board Review
Each contestant’s application will be reviewed by the Waco Pride Network board. The purpose of the Board Review is to allow the judges some insight into the character of the contestant. Questions on the application form should be filled out as clearly and detailed as possible. 8-10 contestants will be chosen to continue on to compete in the pageant and contacted by the Waco Pride Network board by September 3 to confirm participation. Scores from the Board Review will be added to the scores earned by the contestant in the other categories. Other categories are judged in front of a live audience.
Pride Presentation
All contestants are required to appear onstage and introduce themselves. Contestants will state their name (stage name), pronouns (as stage name), a SHORT introduction to include how they identify, and what their pride outfit/colors means to them (this should be around 20 seconds, no longer than 30 seconds). Outfits should be pride themed, but do not have to be the standard rainbow. They can be any pride flag and/or colors the contestant chooses. This will be the judges and audience first look at the contestants. Props may be used, but no setup is allowed.
Evening Wear
Evening gowns and suits may be of any color or style. Contestants are not restricted to garments that are traditionally "feminine or masculine" to align with their gender or presentation. Model the garment well. All of the elements (hair, make-up, accessories, and shoes) must favorably accent the outfit and come together for a “total package” that makes the contestant look and feel their very best. Any evening wear that could be considered a “costume” should be avoided. Finally, a garment with little or no embellishments (stones, beads, etc.) has the potential to score just as high as a fully-embellished gown provided that the overall look (gown/suit, hair, make-up, accessories, shoes, fit, modeling and poise) is well put together, cohesive, and brings out your best self. On stage questions will be asked during the evening wear portion of the pageant.
Onstage Q&A
Judges will each submit a question in a sealed envelope prior to the pageant that contestants will choose at random at the time of the evening wear category, read aloud by the host, and answered by the contestant on stage. This will be judged on composure, ability to answer the question, and speaking ability, as all of these are required of a title holder.
Talent
Talent may be any type of entertainment presentation; lip sync, singing, dancing, burlesque, and other performance art. Please limit talent numbers to five (5) minutes. Prop set-up and tear-down is limited to three (3) minutes total. There is no restriction of the number of people who may be involved in your talent. Contestants are allowed to “share” dancers. Items issued to you upon entering the venue (such as wristbands, hand stamps and markings on the hands to indicate a minor) must be left intact and will not be considered by the judges for any point deductions. You may not use fire, glitter, dry chemicals, or any liquids, including water, in your talent. Administrative point deduction may be considered if the performance area must be cleared of excessive debris on the completion of your talent. Music for talent MUST be sent to event@wacopride.org at least a week prior to the pageant. Contestants are advised to make a back-up copy on a thumb/flash drive and bring it just in case. Music may not be turned in on CDs, and cannot be played off of an ipod or smart-phone. Spotify and YouTube links are not acceptable. Your email should include a crowning number/song which you will perform/walk with if you win the pageant.
Fundraising
The heart of this pageant is about fundraising for Waco Pride Network and the charitable causes it supports. September 10, a web link will be made available to contestants and the public where they can donate money via link in your name. Every dollar raised is equal to 1 point. Posts made to fundraise should tag Waco Pride Network, follow social media platform guidelines, and be appropriate for all audiences. Waco Pride Network will be monitoring fundraising posts. You are allowed to use your own photos, art, videos, etc in posts promoting the fundraising page. You are not allowed to use other people’s photos, art, videos, etc. Smear campaigns, bullying other competitors, etc will not be tolerated in posts nor otherwise, and is cause for immediate removal from the competition. No other form of donations will be accepted as points.
Application
***ALL APPLICATIONS MUST BE FILLED OUT BY DOWNLOADING DOCUMENT, TYPING IN ANSWERS, AND EMAILING TO EVENT@WACOPRIDE.ORG BY AUGUST 26,2022***
Stage Name:
Pronouns:
Desired title (Mr., Miss, Mx.,Ms):
Legal Name:
Address (Street, City, Zip):
Phone Number:
Email:
Birthdate (mm/dd/yyyy):
Facebook, Instagram, and other social media links:
Emergency Contact Name and Number:
Brief description of talent:
Brief description of any special requests or needs:
Review Questions:
Tell us a little about yourself:
What does Pride mean to you?
Tell us about your relationship with Waco. Were you born here? How long have you lived in or around Waco? Why do you stay in or around Waco?
What qualifications and personal attributes make you the best candidate for the title you are seeking?
What is your interest in the Waco Pride Royalty title? What are your goals for the year that you would reign? Describe the manner in which you plan to achieve those goals. 
How do you plan to promote and bring awareness to the Waco Pride Network and their beneficiaries?
What good do you want to see in the world, and how have you worked to achieve it?
***ALL APPLICATIONS MUST BE FILLED OUT BY DOWNLOADING DOCUMENT, TYPING IN ANSWERS, AND EMAILING TO EVENT@WACOPRIDE.ORG BY AUGUST 26,2022***
Completing and turning in an application is an agreement to all rules, regulations, and expectations. Applicants will receive an acceptance or rejection email on or before September 3. Confirmation of participation will be expected from contestants within 48 hours of acceptance email from the WPN board. If your application is accepted, you will be expected to submit photographs for the donation page and flyers.
